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to the everyday welfare of his countrymen
causes many a bitter reflection in those who
are working with him for India's new deliver-
ance.
In one of the early chapters of this book
it was shown how closely the ideal expressed
in his poems and stories is affected by his
hopes and fears for India. The help she has
rendered in the present war to Britain is
indeed a sign of the times; but it is in states of
peace that the two lands and the allied races
are destined to prove the doctrine, which he
and his father, the Maharshi, have preached,
of a greater community of men upon earth.
Every word that helps to strengthen such a
faith in our commonwealth is a godsend; and
a poet like Rabindranath is more powerful by
his songs to-day than any would-be world dic-
tator in strengthening the intercourse between
east and west and giving to India her part
and her voice in the commonalty of nations.
Such a message as that implied in the eighty-
fifth song of Gitanjali should be read over again
at the end of his political testament:
When the warriors marched back again to their master's
hall, where did they hide their power ?